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ROWING TO THE BEARS 
 
Experience the beautiful nature in a Finnish-Russia n border 
zone by rowing in the lakes and spending a night in  a Bear 
hide. This trip will take you rowing to the lake Ka rttimo and lake 
Öllörinjärvi which are located just next to Finland -Russian 
border zone. This water area has a colourful histor y as a route 
for the Russian fair barker and transporting tar. I n this trip 
combines pure, beautiful and wild nature to fun and  active 
togetherness.  
  
Arrival to the Martinselkonen Wilds Centre at 11:00 a.m. The guide 
will give you instructions and safety directions for the becoming trip. 
Shortly after the arrival we will move to the shore of lake Karttimo. 
We will start rowing with a 12-persons rowboat. We will row 
approximately three kilometres to the lake Öllörinjärvi.   
 
At the lake Öllöri we will go ashore and eat lunch by the open fire.  
 

Menu: 
Fish soup 

rye bread and white bread 
water, home made beer 

 
Finnish pancake with berry jam 

Coffee 
 

After the lunch we will continue rowing for a little while and then we 
continue by foot. After a short walk we will arrive to the Bear hides. 
The hides are wooden, there are seat for ten people, places for 
sleeping and a dry toilet. We will spend the night at the hide 
following the life of Brown Bears. If we are lucky we might also see 
Black Kite or White Tailed Eagle. During the night we will have some 
drinks and snack.  
 
In the morning about 7:00 a.m. we will return to the Wilds Centre. 
First by foot, then by rowing and rest of the way by car. At the 
Centre a breakfast and morning sauna are waiting for us.  
 
Season                20th of May to 10th of August 2009 
Place                   Martinselkosen Wilds Centre, Suomussalmi 
Duration               about 21 hours 
Person                 6-10 persons 
 
 
Package includes: 
* transfers to the lake and back 
* meals (lunch and breakfast) 
* rowboat trip 
* bear night with a snack  
* sauna 
* guiding in English 


